
Home Learning Activities for Year 5                               Date: 21.05.20 

English – Rainforest animal poetry Maths - Problem solving and reasoning 

Reading:  

Pie Corbett is another fabulous poet. Check out his 

website of animal poems.  Can you magpie any ideas 

for your animal poem? Here is a poem by Gervase 

Phinn. It’s about a fireworks, but it’s actually an 

acrostic – and look at that wonderful descriptive 

language!  Could that be a model for your poem?  

 

Writing 
Write your animal poem. Remember, poems are 
personal, so the choice of how you write it is up to you!  Look at other poems to give some 
ideas.  Include figurative language and some poetry features: metaphor, simile, alliteration, 
personification, repetition.  Whether it rhymes is your choice, but remember: A BAD RHYME IS 
A POETRY CRIME!   Draft, read, check, edit and improve your poem. Write/type it up and 
include some artwork!   
 
Spelling: Revision of suffixes.  
Using the suffix –ous turns a noun into an adjective. Look at this site for information and 
activities. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqqsw6f/articles/zqcpv9q 
Create sentences to show that you understand the difference between the noun and the 
adjective.  Eg: In its fury, the sea lashed the beach.   The furious sea raced up the beach and 
pounded the seaweed-covered rocks.  Mild: 4 sentences. Medium: 6 sentences. Spicy: 10 
sentences. 

Place these representations on the correct place on the number line. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Theme  

We are continuing our Arts theme this week and will be looking at the rainforest 
through Music. Which sounds would you expect to hear in the rainforest? List as many 
sounds in your book as you can. Would the sounds be loud or quite quiet? Would you 
hear any man made sounds?  
Have a look at the following video which mimics some of the rainforest sounds using 
body parts as percussion instruments: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN-
hso_voeI Can you spot the quiet and loud parts in the video? The technical terms are: 
forte for loud (crescendo for getting louder) and Piano for quiet (diminuendo for 
getting quieter). How do the different layers 

build to give you the whole rainforest experience? Your task is to create rainforest  
sounds at home. There are lots of ways you could do this: magpie from the video 
and ask your family to help, make a rainmaker using materials from home, record 
dripping on an  
electrical device (being careful NOT to get it wet!) and making a movie with 
different 
sound layers. If you’d like to you could decorate your instrument with rainforest 
images similar to the painting you looked at earlier on in the week. We’d love to 
see/hear how   you got on and can email us images/clips etc at: 
upperjuniors@jrj.w-berks.sch.uk 

 

Create your very own knowledge organiser for 
fractions, decimals and percentages.  
Include key words and amounts as well as 
visual examples! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zqqsw6f/articles/zqcpv9q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN-hso_voeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DN-hso_voeI


 

 

 

 

Links to support this learning Supporting Information for parents 

English 
Pie Corbett animal poems 
https://www.teachprimary.com/learning_resources/view/pie-corbetts-animal-
poems 
Maths 
Example knowledge organisers: 
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-fractions-knowledge-organiser-t-m-
31238 
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-decimals-maths-knowledge-organiser-
t2-m-254674 
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-converting-units-maths-knowledge-

organiser-t2-m-254741 

 

Writing a poem: some children will want to use an existing model to adapt for their animal 

poem, and that’s a great idea. ‘Some poetry features’ means just that – a poem is so 

personal that there shouldn’t be a tick-list of features they have decided to include.  

Drafting, editing,  and improving should be encouraged.  Many poems do not rhyme, 

which is good because it   can be an unnecessary burden for the budding poet.  It’s better 

for a poem not to rhyme,  rather than the rhyme be clumsy or inappropriate.  

Maths 

Children may want to use a bar model or diagram to help them solve the problems or may 

prefer to just show their calculations. Encourage children to discuss how they get to their 

answer and what method they are using to get there. 

A knowledge organiser has all the key information about a topic or theme and is useful to    

refer to remind yourself of key methods, facts or figures. 

Theme 

You can use any materials to make your rainforest sounds; it could be specific animals or 

the sound of rain. A watering can on leaves, rice in a cardboard tube, beads in parchment 

paper   are all starting points. Some more ideas are below. 

https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Rain-Stick    https://www.wikihow.com/Make-

Maracas 

https://www.teachprimary.com/learning_resources/view/pie-corbetts-animal-poems
https://www.teachprimary.com/learning_resources/view/pie-corbetts-animal-poems
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-fractions-knowledge-organiser-t-m-31238
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-fractions-knowledge-organiser-t-m-31238
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-decimals-maths-knowledge-organiser-t2-m-254674
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-decimals-maths-knowledge-organiser-t2-m-254674
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-converting-units-maths-knowledge-organiser-t2-m-254741
https://www.twinkl.com/resource/year-5-converting-units-maths-knowledge-organiser-t2-m-254741
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-a-Rain-Stick
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-Maracas
https://www.wikihow.com/Make-Maracas

