
Home Learning Activities for Year 4                               Date: 8/06/20 

English- Characterisation and Relationships based on Anthony Browne Maths - Fractions 

Today we are going to be focusing on drawing inferences about characters from the story 

‘Voices in the Park’ by Anthony Browne. We will think about the character’s thoughts, feelings, 

motives and relationships, then justify our ideas with evidence.  

Ask an adult to help you find the video below on Youtube of ‘Voices in the park.’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgUvBj-uDRo  
Watch the story, then access the Voices in the park interactive book 

http://booksalive.kingston.ac.uk/flash/book.html to help you to answer the questions below. Write 

your answers in full sentences and remember to use evidence from the text.   

Spelling  

This week we are going to revisit our learning on prefixes. Explore the two prefix quizzes in the 

links to learning section below. Then have a go at the prefix activity. 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-1088-prefixes-worksheet There is a prefix word mat in 

the links to learning section below that you can refer to, if you need to.  

 
Our topic in maths is fractions. For an outline of what we’re learning, look at the knowledge organiser here: 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/year-4-fractions-knowledge-organiser-t-m-31089 
Fractions are made up of a numerator and denominator. The top number is the numerator, which represents 
the parts we are counting or working with. The bottom number is the denominator, which is the total number 
of equal parts. Last time, we looked at fractions of numbers. Next, we’re going to explore adding and 
subtracting fractions, which is a recap of learning earlier this year.  
When we add and subtract fractions, we follow one simple rule: the numerator changes, the denominator 
stays the same. Here are some examples: 

 
When we add these fractions, the numerator increases, the denominator stays as 7. 
 
 
When we subtract these fractions, the numerator decreases, the denominator stays as 5. 
 
 

We can see by looking at visual representations of the fractions that the denominator doesn’t change: 

  
Solve the calculations below: 
1)  3/8 + 2/8        2) 1/2 + 1/2         3) 4/6 + 1/6        4) 6/10 + 3/10        5) 2/7 + 1/7        6) 6/15 + 4/15 
7) 9/10 - 3/10     8) 4/6 - 3/6          9) 3/4 - 3/4       10) 4/5 – 2/5           11) 6/9 – 3/9     12) 18/20 - 15/20    
Some additions may cross a whole number. For these calculations, we can write the answer in two different 

ways: 4/5 + 2/5 = 6/5 or 1 1/5, 25/30 + 25/30 = 50/30 or 1 2/50. This is because we’ve made a whole.  

Remember that a whole is made when the numerator and denominator are the same: 1/1, 2/2, 10/10, 56/56… 
1) 3/4 + 3/4        2) 5/8 + 5/8        3) 8/9 + 4/9        4) 9/12 + 6/12        5) 30/40 + 15/40        6) 17/24 + 7/24 
For more activites for adding and subtracting fractions, check out the links to learning section. 

Theme: Sound 

Last time, we learnt how louder sounds are produced by bigger vibrations.  Today we will be 
thinking about the relationship between distance and volume.   
Watch the clip on What is the volume of sound?  What happened to the sound of the drill as 
the scientist moved further away?   
That’s right, the sound appeared to get quieter as the distance from the source of the sound 
increased.  Why is this?                                                                                                
The further the vibrations travel from a sound, the more they spread out.  As they spread out 
through more and more particles, the vibrations become smaller and smaller. This causes the 
sound to get quieter and quieter, until you eventually can’t hear the sound at all.  You can 
think about this like the ripples in a  
pond.  Sounds also get quieter over distance because some of the 
vibrations are absorbed by obstacles they meet.  

Now it’s your turn: follow the instructions to make your own string telephone so that you 
can speak to someone else in your house.  Remember to use your normal speaking voice 
(and don’t shout!)  Does it work around corners?   
Why can you hear the other person better through the  
string telephone than from the same place just talking through the air?  (Clue: think about 
what we learnt about the particles in gases compared to the particles in solids).   
Now you can complete the written part of the worksheet and remember that the number 
of stars relates to the level of challenge: 1 = mild, 2 stars = medium, 3 stars = spicy! 
PSHE: Online safety 
You may have been spending more time online than normal so it’s worth remembering 
how important it is to stay safe.  Have a go at the fun Thinkuknow game for 8-10 year olds. 

1. Voice 1- What does the word choice ‘ordered’ (page 3) tell us about this character? 

2. Voice 1 – Who do you think this character loves most? How do you know? 

3. Voice 2 – Who do you think this character loves most? How do you know? 

4. Voice 3 – How does he feel about girls? How do you know? 

5. Voice 3 – Does his opinion change over time? 

6. Voice 4 – Smudge says ‘He looked sad’ about Charles (page 28). Why do you think he  

    was sad? 

7. Voice 4 - Mr Percy thinks that Voice 4 is the most positive character in the book. Do 

you agree with him? Why/Why not? 

Which of the characters stands out to you most? Why? Do any of the voices remind you of 

characters from other stories? 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgUvBj-uDRo
http://booksalive.kingston.ac.uk/flash/book.html
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-1088-prefixes-worksheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/year-4-fractions-knowledge-organiser-t-m-31089
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.helpingwithmath.com/by_subject/fractions/fra_adding_subtracting.htm&psig=AOvVaw1aOIxxo0t28gy0rYx8vfwv&ust=1589544730321000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCDk-ups-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.ducksters.com/kidsmath/fractions_adding_subtracting.php&psig=AOvVaw08uiUGwnVbW93kElGGX4t0&ust=1589544472611000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCJD40OWos-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&url=https://www.helpingwithmath.com/by_subject/fractions/fra_adding_subtracting.htm&psig=AOvVaw1aOIxxo0t28gy0rYx8vfwv&ust=1589544730321000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLCDk-ups-kCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAJ


Links to support this learning Supporting Information for parents 

English 

Voices in the park video https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgUvBj-uDRo 

 

Voices in the park interactive book http://booksalive.kingston.ac.uk/flash/book.html 

Spelling 

Prefix quiz  https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-424-changing-the-meaning-of-

the-verb-by-adding--the-prefix-de--dis--re--over--and-mis--spag-powerpoint-quiz 

Prefix quiz  https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-428-changing-the-meaning-of-

the-word-by-adding-the-prefix-dis--or-mis--spag-powerpoint-quiz 

Prefixes activity https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-1088-prefixes-worksheet 

Prefix word mat https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-2544-prefix-list-word-mat 

 

Maths 

Simple adding and subtracting fractions with picture support 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-m-2481-adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-

the-same-denominator-activity-sheet  

Adding and subtracting fractions https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-m-2491-year-

4-adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-differentiated-

activity-sheets  

Create your own fractions worksheets (with the same denominator only) on this 

website https://worksheetgenius.com/fractions_add.php 

 

Theme 

What is the volume of sound? clip: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82/articles/zqtdpbk 

 

How to make a string telephone: 

https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-s-763-new-string-telephone-differentiated-

activity-sheet 

For the written work, there is no need to print the worksheet out as the paragraph can 
be written straight into the back of your English books. 
 
PSHE 
Online safety game: https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ 

Maths 
 

 
 
English 

What is characterisation? 

Characterisation is the way an author or an actor describes or shows what a 
character is like. It is the method by which characters can seem believable or life-
like to the reader or audience. 

Why is characterisation important? 

Characterisation is essential for anyone trying to sculpt a piece of story-driven work 
as it allows characters to be modelled realistically and develop traits which aid the 
narrative.  

In order for readers or an audience to feel invested in the plot of a book, play or 
otherwise, they need to believe that the characters involved are individual and 
behave believably according to their persona. It is the process 
of characterisation that makes this happen. 

Theme 

Sound Knowledge Organiser 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WgUvBj-uDRo
http://booksalive.kingston.ac.uk/flash/book.html
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-424-changing-the-meaning-of-the-verb-by-adding--the-prefix-de--dis--re--over--and-mis--spag-powerpoint-quiz
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-424-changing-the-meaning-of-the-verb-by-adding--the-prefix-de--dis--re--over--and-mis--spag-powerpoint-quiz
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-428-changing-the-meaning-of-the-word-by-adding-the-prefix-dis--or-mis--spag-powerpoint-quiz
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-428-changing-the-meaning-of-the-word-by-adding-the-prefix-dis--or-mis--spag-powerpoint-quiz
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t-l-1088-prefixes-worksheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-e-2544-prefix-list-word-mat
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-m-2481-adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-m-2481-adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-m-2491-year-4-adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-differentiated-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-m-2491-year-4-adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-differentiated-activity-sheets
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-m-2491-year-4-adding-and-subtracting-fractions-with-the-same-denominator-differentiated-activity-sheets
https://worksheetgenius.com/fractions_add.php
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zgffr82/articles/zqtdpbk
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-s-763-new-string-telephone-differentiated-activity-sheet
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resource/t2-s-763-new-string-telephone-differentiated-activity-sheet
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

